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"xthe Chriſtian Reader. V1 
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riſen Reader How ener the 
: verie naming-of che Author 
"Vs Hf the: folloming - Treatiſe i 
vere: {fu ficient reaſon for vs 10 pu+ 
bliſh this. ſame: onto the. world; in 
regard of thoſe large abilities abake 
many. ochers. , 'Vuhich. the: Lord had 
befawedvpon him; undinregard be 
[oy ng now wy ; With theLord;;and 

hauing riſh, hed long fince hi conrſe 
in this bu' pilgrimage ve cannot 
expect 10: have any. more ve of bs 
helpe this yeaye and although i it were 
great pittze that fuch a vwvorke as this 
ſhoaldbeconcealed for ſo'long time, 
conſidering the Worke VVa4s perfeted, 
nd vwrioeced by ba ownetband ,\ and 
fo found after big death (which & wine 
& en bi fludie;yes hane\ve 


thee defore.vac 


fo the rent cry that church Where- - 
| 42. 0 a6 
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The Printers © 

of the Authoy of this Treatiſe vas 
for ſo many yeares a Paſtor.” In Peper 
wve aid perceine that ſome thoug 
manie vvere contraric mindedzo the 
Authors judgement expreſſed in this 
Triatiſe : And thu vue judge to be 
4 ſufficient reaſon of our ſo. long de- 
laying of Joy hing thu Treatiſe to 

: Tet rounr griefe vue hane 
zowjuſt cauſe to'pat thu ſameon foote; 
For as wuhen'a citic © in danger of 
enemies to be ſarprized, it: then 


bigh time totake wp all thoſe vvarre © 
like Munitions wuhich happily before | 
that time wvere ca## afide and not re 
garded , that ſo. they may:the better | 
maintaine their citie,, andthe privie © 
ledges of it ygainit theirenemies: (0 


wve judge it as neceſſariesf not more 
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'wohen vue ſee, the enemits of Gods 
charch to incroach vpon the privileds ' 
wes ofahe ſameeſpetiallie when they 
#yme\at the witer ruinating of it, 
"chat chen it & high time; for S, q' 
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| oohich *they bau#"lined for munte 
neares\rogether , "3p Þ that vo? ha y 


- Chriſtin Reader, and themfelues: ts 
rofuey this that ne 2IKJV TA 
43 


TotheChnft in Reader. > Wh 
defende hr eannſe of Chriff , anll it 5 
vvar*Yhe trviſadme of teh bigds' "hs 
High Proeff perecining' the Fr F4 
$6 bk « 4 }o- "eftroy 0,9 
vohole feed of lehoſaphat , 
Joaſh*che' right heyrc\of the yo 
domt', "and vohen he: (awe a ft 
portunitie 1 ther to #ineule him \* Ke 
make: him knowne”, - fo Vue whs 9 
han# oh xucd Atbabias prris in dart 
" be YhpYome;, v#ho' bauc labow ed 
WO ns ; 'ptwer to themſtlues 2. 
u bach & proper 10 '#he church: W714 
"ſo Divtrephes" like vvould af ade 
vOhoms Yhey- plenſe*;* and reiyme 
vuhom they thought" goo d', and rus 
ther* then thay vvilh be: Be Sa pp. 
thu their attempt y they. oil ths 
boay'ts rent that thareh in picees in. 


not ſeerme to acenſe- 4 them of any thing” 
ooittwar juſt reaſon ; ove defire the 


Hirſh, 


, eir, leauing \4riſc | 


pon rthiy acca ion,to wit, ek 


Pvere members af the ſame, church” 
vb "them. hazing wpon ſome accaſion ' 

heard ſome, of the, Miniſters 3n Ene- 
land. preach. , and it .coming iq. the 
Dal tee of ſome. of bel vubehaue 
2aw. made thy rens tbe c harch they 


wrould preſently, hane theſe. xlans © 
2 mvithal eafor inn, #Ptfthey. | 


did Wer. Tent after dealing;g\they 
wvyenld have rhe;church 16. pracced 


EY ExXCarmmnica;e. themi iplo. \faQo \ F 


wobich the churchnor viding £008 

ſont wnto theſemencantd netbefati« 
fied; bat the 1. voutd hane their. __ 
UuUlles: done or. els. they vugule. rent 
from the.charch, which proceeging of 
theirs, if at 'wvere, Approved uf and. 
followed no church equld lang .cantivue 
rogether in peace. for vyhat, Wee. 
fonre.or five men hane done, thas ma 


any ether man dee, forhat if any man, © 


do conceine an 1% -o hy brethren 40 
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To the Chriftian Reader. + 


wvalle in any ſuch/inne , wobich be 
judges wath deſerue excommnicasion, 
of the church Wwill.nat thereto conſent, 


be may xent Unſefe rom the (ſames 
Alchgnah the Authogſaf the Trexvi/e 
haveranght rhemotrBerwiſe, tovvits 
chat if the church , ſee not that to. be 
ſmne,, wuhich I ſeeto be 4 ſenne, £ 
hauing. informed the ' charch theres 
ef according to my place , I bane diſs 


| (charged wy dutie', and tha ſiunes 


tes. wpon'the church (if it be. «' ſin« 
ne, And not pon'me; butit ſeemes 
theſe. men. do looke 'for. thut-in the. 
church; on earth vuhich 6 onely t0-be: 
faund in beauen , for themſelues hane 
affirmed , and that before diners Wit 

neſſes that there u« no ſinne ſmall or. L- 
great\ that i; to borne wuithall ,, and. 
that the werie ſpeaking, of 4 Viverd. _ 
through framlty abort Worldly bufineſ=' . 
ſes vpon- the Sabhanth dey , ſhonuld. > 
have «5: ſenere a ſentence » as hethat: © © 


ſhall openly & prophancly tranſgreſſe: \. - : £2 


agtinſt the gy Commandement , the: 
KELN + | 4.4 verie 
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1-2The Printers 3 
naming of with their optittdu. 33 
ſufficient to aiſconcr their meaknes + - 
that we may yet further diſcourr theſe. 
mens folly to the World more fall, we 
i#fhew you how contrary they arete | 
mſelues in this their wenn ip 
hey ſay , and ds af firme that. there .|. 
& nd franewvhich s 10 be borne With. 
all indhe church; yet themſelues, or at 
teaft the chief of them do prattiſe tbe | 
Ontrarie , as for example , one in. 
HFtaa"of mante may ſerue the'tarne x 
The chizfe of author of this trouble 
doth *hold ,- andl fo hath for manie 
_ weates togethey , to unit, tharir & | 
enlawfull for the members "of one. 
eburch to hane communion with ano< 
ther church, and yet nor vuithflan- 
ding this bus judgement , heeanbears | 
with one,vuho hath contraryro this 
hu judgement pradtifed , 7, fo pro- 
feſſeth ſtil to do pon occa fcon, aud 
 Jet-not woithſanding his ſo pratth- - 
2ing. and ſo profeſirg , be u received 
awaorg them, avd rs their chiefe if not”. 
vv tv Oo . their 


vette 


HW 
ro Lonurta 
RY 9s. 
$=,OT, 
nt A 
* 
I ” 
"iz " $4 . 
PIE hn 
» L- 
——— Ks 6 
* a 
-< af £ 
to 
: : 
5 | 
. w 
+. 
$$EL 
8 
#72 
$ G ” 
"48. 4 
*17 
" 
4 
$5 b 
Fo | : 
F M 
4 


p 


Belt COL it. £5 
if : . , R \- 
Oe "Sar 
b Lo 
% "Mk * 
Ye 


ro, 
- 


. Fo \ the Chriflian Reader. 
Hr onely Teacher which. #lity baves. 
$0 Mirovemey hex e. eafily perceine;, 
tharrhough jew doth: 7 leba's. 


 peare avant" the frrines' of others q 


With whom he efrres to be alienated; 
gerbe enrbeiere vvith as great ſinvies 
in orheys,* in his-judgemiznt -vvith. 
2oking he defires t9roalke; Wvewuld. 
ſhew manie mare reaſons ts proue his 
pertixiires',, bur then vve ſhould ex<. 
ceed chrbondsof an Fpifile, onely wwe 
tejire to. giue the: Reader t6 take ns> 
Ace of thoſe tio things : Firſt', that. 
thi prattize of bearing the Miniſters 
of the charch of. EFuogland); not againſt 
any article of faith,” vohich is by. 
hs church profeſſed ; Vvbercef the 
Antboy of this Treatiſe 'v0#5 a Paſtor, 
it being' noc4td of Church. Commu... 


_- -for.5f hearing Youplie vvere; 


of -Commitnton' , them exerie.. 
Fncor. athcift,or What ſocutr-be: 


Rr id oo ſhould: have. Communion 
chews; En wvvere Frue, 


a, " þ 
x MH 4 ww 4 F 
® . CI 
# >» _- $ 5 
of - 
"FF "- B) os . 5 .- 
: J RN P g's e <S 2 - k'7 


Far ſhodid come into the church - 


The Printers 
. #s thu following Treatiſe pmones the 
*, contrarie , then it wuvere good for 
' enery church that Will anoid commu- 
n10n With profane men, tomeecte in 
prinate, and then to ſhut their dore 
| When their own compagnie & meet 10- 
%.—— gether: elſe I cannot ſee how they can 
auoithanint communion With Wicked 
men : 10 Wit if beare hearing be- an 
atte of communion : Secondly , as this 


hearing s not agaiu?t any Article of - 
thcir faith, ſo likewiſe #t Was wot in..- 


rhe tudgement of the church eſteemed 
as - thing that might not - borne 
Wirhall, & thi may appeare by a copy 
_ - _ of a letter Which A is heer rl 
find afcer lowing publiſhed Where the charch in 
= Trea- zh, connſell Which they eine 10 the 
*  vharch of London do ſufficiently make 
#1 appeart, that their iudgement di4 
marife/iie differ from thoſe Which 
zow haue made thi breach and Which 
71 Well ro be marked by the reader how. 


that the church Wwhes thu letter. yas: 


Wrizes exiojed the Paſtor ,and their. 
ta ST ENS 


C&2p4ny : 
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 ___ TotheChriflian Reader, 
company Was fiae tymes greater then 
it Was When ths breach Was made:  \ 
becauſe theſe men in hu their error / 
are vvilling to retraine it, and not 
being able t9 make any ſuFcient reply 
70 the anſwere madein thu Treatiſe to 
their obiettions , though the manu= 
ſeript rherof hath bene in their hands "2 
for many yeares, yet becaaſe they veil 
find ſomthing to ſay, more then others 
haxe done heretofore', though of leſſe 
force, therefore they haue zoyned ſome 
' new obiettions Which both the (educer 
and the ſeduced do thinke are vn an-. 
ſwerable, therfore it will nos be ami([e 
for vs to propound them , andto gine 
ſome anſwere to them that ſo if heir | 
ſtomachs ſerue they mayreply to all at | | 
once: Firſt, they obiefF and ſay that 
We hold the church of England to be 4. 
falſe charch,and the Minijters thereof 
r0.be Antichriftian , and yet Wwe go. 
rhither to Wor (hip the true God. 
. Before ye anſwere diretHy.to this. 
_ #b,cittion,we ſhall intreate the Reader 
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___*TheDrititers' © © 
#32 rhenſetes 1 conſider of bt: tha. 
F732, 2 thurth may be faittro be 
falfe it dite?7 reſpetrs , and accor-" 
ding to theſe reſpetts , ove are 10 
kane ditiers Conſiderations thereof, 
as frft, a chirch may br ſaid wo be 
falfe in refpett of oniward* order , to 
oTir, vuhen a church & gathered ro-' 
gether, nod atcording tothe rule of 
Chris? neither, itt their outward go- 
gernement;, "db they conforme there-, 
Unto, now hs tharth cannor be ſaid 
1 be the thrch sf Chrift berrig that 
er:6ted , aa gowerned contrary to the. 
rule of CHFIE EDR&- 6 filſe 4nd Anti- 
chrittian", \and"yer morirhſtanding\ 
the faith prafeſed byths'charch ,-and\ 
the' dot ines, tan2hs in thi church 
 rhaybe' found; and atcording 10 Cod:: 
Secondly ,* 4' charch may be falſe 
rot #ntly in reſpedt of outward order," 
but. likewiſe in reſpect of faich and: 

doFrivie;. CE | 

Kew 191hilafter , wwe counſel no 
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To the Chriftian Reader. = 


man to 20 » becauſe from thence no' 
200d can be expetted, and that whe 
eftceme Toe haue of the church of 
Rome, _ ®, 

" But now asin atrue charch inre. .. 
ſpect of outward order , there may be *-- 
manie falſe doeirines taught , ſo in 


a charch, that is falſe in reſpett of 


outward order , there maybe manie 


found, and ſeaſonable truths taught, 


and thu efleeme ve hane of the 


| P reaching 1 England : Namelie , 


that the doctrine there tanght ac- 
cording to the Articles of their faith 
& found, and the effects of it hath 


4 peared , 'in the' vuorking* of 


atth in the hearts of manie thou-' 
ſands, © BE SY I? | 
For the outward order, or mec-- 
ting there as a charch., that con- 
cerncs themſelues , and thoſe that 
are in wnion , voith that thurch 
eftate, but not all that heare them. 
Now that Worſhipping of God, Which 
09/5 inhearing bu Yooud —_— 7 
| 2 avie 


2% Bo WHIP Mok n . 
© AHERTY bes... - = £ nite naw tte, 0% 
© 3 - y . 


:'The Printers . 
able for v5.to doe inEngland, We proue 
is by this argument. | 


Thar preaching which ordina- 
.rily 'begets. men-ro the faith of 
. Chrift may. lawfully be heard. 
| But. the preaching: of many 
-, Miniſters ja the Church of En- 
- gland hath, and doth ordinarily 
© beget mentothefaith of Chriſt. 
. Thercfore. the preaching of 
many Miniſters in England may 
_ lawfully be heatd- 


The firfl payt of thu ſillogiſme u pro- 
ned out of Rom. 19, Where the Apoſtle 
reling What 5 the 0rdinary VUay God 
wſes ro beget men to the faith of Chriſt 
zelles ws, it comes by hearing of the 
vvord of God preached, if faith comes. 
by hearing the vvord of God preached 
( ro Vvit, if that be the outward meas . 
wes) then there 5 no queſtion but that . 
4man may heare ſuch preaching, and 
any man may bluſh for (hame , that . 

An {hal 


» ” - 


'Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
[hall denyths : ſo that the major part 


the argument « cleare : 


-—- p - 


And for the Minor parte they can. 
wot deny it, no more then 4 man: at 
non day can deny the ſunne'to ſhine: 


| for if any, man make queſtion whether 


faith comes ordinarily by the prea- 
ching and hearing ex-England, it 's 4 
great' queſtion wuether they euer had, 
faith or ny: yet becanſe ſome are ſo. 
groſſe ar10 deny thu,we will therefore: 
proae thecontraxiebyshis Argument. 


That preaching-and hearing, 
which. makes them which were 
altogether carnall,and fo.not:ca- 
.-pablc: of a church-eſtate ,' to be- 
-.comectaints & {ofit fora church- 
citate : That preaching muſt; 
nceds beget.men to the faith: 
» But the preaching and hearing 
inEngland, made thenvthat were. 
vnfie. &.carnall to. become ſaints, 
and ſo fit members to the true. 
: church, which were not ſo bc-/ 
ES Thetc- 
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3 Therfore the preaching in En- | 


 glandandhearing the ſame doth: 
| beger men tothe faith : That the 
preaching', and hearing in En. 


gland hath done this: Witneſle 
the church of Leyden, and of 


Amitclredam. 


' Let themtell vs Where they reces- 

aed ther _ if they ſay they hadit 
ey toqned in theſe bodies , - 

haw-could 1. y then be true zo their 


rat tall 2 


omne.grounds., that yone but viſible 


 Chriſttansare fit matter for the charch. 


whereas none can be ſo efteemed exe 
cept inthe indgement of charitic, Wwe 
tadge them to havie true faith. 
.- But ſome of theſe that baue made 
this ainiſion haue not denyed . bae 


faith is Wrought by the preaching and 


hearing in England: and yet Which is 
Yonderfull contradidtion: they ſag it 
& yet the wvord of God adit is there 
preached : ſo that it ſeemes there is 


ſomething beſides the word of God 


Which js 48 Ordinary meanes to beget 
ZEISS men 
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To the Chriſtian Reader; 


 mmentothe faith , and there u anothes 


wvord bejides Gods wuord that wuill. 
do it ; the like abſarditie bath ſildome | 
bene heard from any that profeſſe thens / 


ſelnes to be Chriſttans , and that # hey! 


may, not ſeeme to ſay this vuithout: 


| L 
ſome reaſon , marke the reaſon tha#\ 


they bring to proue it , ſay they we do * 
deny that to be the uvordof God, as it 
15 there preached: by 4 fe Miniſtry, 
though the vverdit ſeife be of God, yet + 
as it i by them preached, it « none of | 
Gods wuord.ſoGods woord here flands © 


at faſt,and looſe,it s Gods vuord, and | 
#t 15 not Gods woord, as if theyſhould | 


ſay 38 is Gods Word if Mc. Canne ſhall 
preath is: but if another , that « 4 


Miniſter in England preach the ſame 


#t i none of Geds vvord: ſo that mens 
ontward callings true, or falſe, makes 
the wuerd «to be the word of God, 


Or 108 to be the vvord of God, aw aſſers 


tion rather to be pitied then refured, 
being litle better then blaſphemy,that 
which they bring 10 make this offer rion 
OY RTE + good 
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_.» >. The Printers ©: 7 . 
good, 19 wir, that any man bauing 
an otrward talting wohich 1 vnlaw- 
full makes the vword of God , wohich 
| he preacketh , not to be the word of 
| __Godl, and ths, ſay they to proneit , 
| it Vas true incenſe vohich Nadab 
| VelOoIo: nd Abihu tooke 20 offer wp to the. 
_- | "Lord; but becauſe they tooke ſiras 
fire , and not the fire , vuhich voas 
from the Altar as the Lord had a 
pointed. therefore the Lord ſent a 
| fire 10: deffroy them: ſo ſay they,'it a 
'therrue vword of God, Which  prea- * 
| \ched in England \, but becauſe they 
ll | preach the ſame by an vnlawfull office, 
|" #herefore the Lord abhorres it: C4 
= Yiranger colleftion1 thinke can hardly 
'by heard,for hereftirang fire 6 oppoſed 
A '#o 4#- Tnlawfull outward calling, 
| | which noking can be more abſurd, 
| 


fer Nadab and Abihu had a true out= 
»0hrd calling to offer, they woere the 
| onnes of Aaron (ith the text) ther- 
| . fore if any thing hence might be con- 
{of ”” IY\3* 8.5 v > "1 of | ' "AY - 
| sIatlltd, in inf proportion ,it muff be 
ws, 4 Td. 7 + W_ Ce —_ 7) 
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To the Chriſtian Reader - 
" yo the deetvine tranght | and not is 
the leaft t6 the calling : ſo that woe 
may from thence gather thus much, 
that if a Minifter in regard of bu 0ut- 
ward calling true : ſhall teach an 
thing , that is not from the Lord, they 
are to expett Gods iudgement for the | 
ſame , and more cannot hence be col- © 
lefted. further , levit be ſhewcd,, that 
ener any prophet in the old or new 
Teſiament was ener termed « falſe 
prophct in reſpcet of hs outward cal= 
ling , but allwaies un reſpett of hu do« 
etrine ; wwecan find that ſuch as had. 
true outvvard calling in the true 
charch , yet weve falſe prophets in - 
regard of their doftrine in many per- 
.#iculers as Chrift teaches concerning 
the Scribes and Phariſes for their falſe . 
exponndirg cf the Law, let themſhew 
the like for outward callings : Thus 
bane wwe thought good , bauing bene 
eare Varsneſſes of theſe things here 
Prepounaed to ſet downe dur cenſure 
of them , deſyring the Lord 18 _ 
| (8 
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this wuvhole wuorke ( for the general 
good vow ſet forth) take effect in my 
that lone the Tructh, 


Farc you wel. 
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i. - EX 9 


| The lawfulnes of hea- 
ring the Miniſters , of the' 


Church of England , by zobn 
Robinſon, 


S they that aſſet alienation 
A from others make their dife 
ferences as great, and the ad- 
verſe opinion or practiſe as odious, 
. as they can; thereby to further their 
deſired yidorie oner them, and ta 
harden themſelues , and their fide 
againſt them : So on the contrarie, 
they, vyho deſire peace and accord, 
both interprete things in the beſt 
part that reaſonnablie they can and 
ſeck hovy , and vvhere they may 
finde any lavvfal] dorc of entry into 
accord, & agreement yvhat othets. 
Of ovhich larter number I profeſſe 
wyk ſelf&(by thegrace > God) both 
. A 


Re nd — 


3 


2 | 
a companion and guide: ſpeciallie 
in regard of my chriſtian . countri- 
mea , to yyhom God hath tied me 


in(o' manie inviolable bonds: ac. © 


counting it a crofle, that I amin. 
any perticuler compelled to diſcent 
from them; But a bencfire, and 
matter of reioiceng, vvhen I can, in 
any thing vvith good conſcience, 
vaite vvith them, in rvatter : if not 
in manner ; or yyhere it may be, 
in both. And this afieQion, the 
Lord, and my conſcience are my 
vvitneſles, I hauc alvyaics noriſhed 
in my breaſt , euen yvhen 1 ſeemed 
furtheſt dravvne from them. And 
> all that hauec taken knovvledge 
of my courſe can teſtifie vyith mee, 
and hovy I haue ſtill oppoſed in 
others,and repreficed in mine ovvne 
( to my povvcr) all ſovyer zeale 
againſt , and peremptorierejeftion 
of ſuch, as vyhoſe holic graces cha- 
lenged better vis and reſpeR from 
all chriſtians , 


And 


_ -Ahd in teftimonie of mine af 
feQion this vvay ; & for the freeing 
of mine oyvne conſcience, and in- 
formation of other+mens: I have 
' penned this diſcourſe”, tending-to 
prone :the hearing of the 'vvord of 
God preached by the Minifters of the 
charch of England: (able ro open and 
app/ic tbe dottrines of faith by that. 
church profeſſed ) both lawfull, and 
#n caſes, neceſſarie for all, of all ſctis, 
or ſorts of chriſ/tans, hautng oppor- 
|. guniticandoccaſion ef ſo doing:though 
 ſequeſiring themſelues from all com- . 
 annunien With the Hierachuall order 
there eftabliſhed.,. * | © 
Three forts of oppoſitesI make 
account tomeet vvithall: 1 he firſt 
of them,v rho truly defire,and cate- 
fully endeyour to haue their whole 
courſc'boeth in religion, and other- 
vviſe,framet| by the holy, and right 
 zeale of Gods Word; crther fortheit 
confirmation inthe tmeth;or refor- 
mation, vyhercin, through humans 
T5 i trailtie 


4 ; | 
frailtie they) tep.afide, And vnto 
them eſpeciallie1 dire this my dif: 


| | courſe : begging at his hands vvho- 
| Tem.1,17 is.,ghe Father.:of lights , and. from 


wohom commeth :downe enerie good 
and perfeit-gift forthem,as for my 
ſclfe that az he hath giuen ys to ſet 
bur. faces tovvards hcauen,: and to 


 Phal.t19, feek him wvith:the wubole heart , ſo 


| he: would not (uffer vs t8 vvander 
from hs commanndements, to the 
right hand, orto.the left. 


A ſccondſort.isof them, vvhoſe . 
tender and ſcrupulous conſcience, 
makes them Ffearcfull, and jealous 


of cucrie thing, vvhich-hath in it 
thelcaſt appeariceor { hevy of euil: 
leaſt comming too neare it, they be 
defiled by it , one. vvay oriother. 
This their godly zeale, -and tender 
nes of heart: is:to be: loued of all 
men-, and/cheriſhed by: all good 
meanes. Onely ſuch areto be in- 
treated;, for their ovvne good, to 
nn Yu mg" 
£23446 me 
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mi6ſt"vyſefull for their Aire&ion, inn 
things layyfull in their kinde, and 
$0 ood'in their right'yſc.:Of rr 
ome ae onely'natuiallic good* 
their kinde, bur not ſimply com- 
maunded of God, as, toget, and 
keep the riches , and credit of the 
vvorld;'to enjoy outvvard peate, 
orothier bodly comfort, Others ate 
morallie good in their kinde , an 
commaunded of God, aSto heate 
the vvord of God, obey the Magt- 
ſtrate,atid the like, Novy in'thig s 


of the former ſort, it is veric requis 


fite ( eonfidering bork their nature 

and onrs) that 'vve keep a jealous 
cyc, and ſtrait hand ouer our {chies, 
and our waics, For them , they: ate 
no! in their kinde! eftjoynied As the 
other! neither do the ſcriptures ay 
vyhere require of men, to be rich, of 
the like :*as they doe to heat Gods 
Word,obey authoritie,&c. And for 
ourſelves weare protic, and in dan- 
ger tO ouerſtrainr for the ectting, 
A 3 and 


I CS 
RET wei PN les 


— 


A rooe>———aagengy 
S 


= Oe Deen) - 


——— 


5 


and enjoying of them, asbeing na« 
eurallie pleaſing;good things. Soas 
if out of agoily jcalouſic oucr one 
hearts tovvards them, vvekeep not 
our ſclues from going too necr the 
Gde, for the getring, or keeping of 
them : vve ſhall by one ſtorme of 
temptation or other, be blovynein 
to the ditch of fin and deſtrution. 
But now, for the praQiiſe and per= 
formance of duries ſimplie morall, 
and commaundedin their kinde, as 
Is the hearing of Gods Word , ſpe= 
ciallic by Gods people, vve ought 
to ſtrain tothe vtmoſt, and to go as 
neer the vvinde, as may be : ſcing 
nothing but apparant ſin in the 
yvay can Excuſe the vvithdravying 
from it, vyvhen occaſis ofcnjoying 
it is offred, Oh that there vvere not 
to be found vvho being verie ſcru- 
pulous of comming neer to any 
thing amiſſe in outvvard ordinan- 
ccs: or to any perſon failing in 
them ; yet make no ſcruple of 

| complying 


— HM Y” —_— 
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complying, , andconforming ovith 


the vyorld ſo farre in the eagre pur- 
ſuic of wordlie profits: immoderate 
vic of vyorldlic delights and fulfil- 
ling the luſts of the vvorld and 
fleſh dvvelling in them , as that 
there appears ſcarſe ati hayr-breath, 

or diffcrence betyveene them and 
meer yyorldlings, vyhich know not 
God. Which latter cuilsare both 
vvorſe in themſclues, as being ex= 
preſlie condemned by the layv of 


' God, and light of nature: and more 


odious in the perſons : as being 
more perſonall, free and yoluntarie, 


. then thoſe in the other, tro vyhich 


they are carried bythe violent COUT- 
rent of the times. 

A'third ſort of oppoſites I make 
account to meet vvith, more vit- 
tractable then the former: and more 


vehementlie bent againſt the thing 


propounded by me, out of preju- 

dice and paſſion , then the other by 

ſcruple of conſcience, or ſhevy of 
A 4 reaſon. 


8 
reaſon. - To-them I can hirdlie ſay 
any thing : (it not being their man- 
ner to read , orvvillinglie to hear | 

that. vyhich croſſeth their preju= * 
dices) yet ſomething I mult fic 
rouching them , out of the vyofull 
expcrience of manic yeares taken of 
them, though not much I thanke * 
the Lord , amongſt them ,. yato 
yvhom 1 hane miniſtred, 

Some of theſe I have found car- 
Tied vvith ſo exceſſive admiration 
of ſome former guides in their 
£qurle, as they think it-halfe hereſie 
to. call into queftion any of their -- 
determinations , or praQtiſes, We . 
muſt not thinke , that onely the. 
Phariſees of old, and papiſts of later 
times are ſuperſtitiouſly addifted to 
#he traditions of the elders , and awe 
thoritie of the church, In all Sets 

ere are diuers ( ſpeciallic of the | 

Fyeaker ſott, vvho being theleſſe 
reall in their conceptions, are the 

more pecrſonall) that rather chute 
- ns to 


tofollowe the troddeof blindetra- 


dition, if beaten by ſame ſuch fore- 


goets z.as8 they admire., then -the 


right yvaic of Gods Word by others 

to be ſhewed themaftervvards, 
Some. again are as-much addiaed 

to them(ſclues as: the former to 


others:conceauingin-effe&t,though. 


they vvill not profefie it, the ſame 
of their owne heads, vyhich the 
papiſts do of their -head the Pope, 
viz; that they cannot, erre , or be 
deccaueg:and this ſpeciallie in ſuch 
matters as for ' yvhich they haue 
ſuffred trouble, and ;affliftion for- 
mezxlic :- and ſo; haueing bought 
them deare , .they,.-valew them 
highly. But it isto marchantlike, 
to ſtrive to over fella thing, vvhich 
vyve: haue formerlie over bought: 
vve muſt buy the trueth, and not fell 
z, at any rate :- but: muſt account 
nothing cither true or-good,aceor- 
ding to the valuation vvhich vve 
haue tet ypon it, but God. 

As There 
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There is alſoa third ſort highly 
aduanceing 'a kinde of priuatiue 
goodnes and religion : and vyho 
bend their force rather to the vvea- 
king of other men in their courſes 
then to the building vp of them- 
ſelues in theirowne : and in trueth' 
rather to ſeperation from men nor 
onely in cuill, but euen in that 
vyhich is good, for ſome other caill 
conceaucd in them , then to vaion 
vvith God , and his people in his 
holie ordinances : and halfe ima. 
gining that they draw neerenough 
«to God if they can vvithdraw far 
cnough from other men. - Great 
zeale they haue againſt the falſe 
church, miniſterie, and yvoiſhip (o 
being , or by them conceaued to 
to be ; and againſt any appearing 
cuill in the true, bat licle tor that 
.Vvhich is true and good , as-their 
-- practice manifeſts : bur euill. is as 
. .contrarie to cui]}, as good is to eui}, 
and io isthat zeale plainlie carnal, 

- | yvhich 


Sy 
4 


F x 
vyhich carries man further againſt 
euill,.then for good: ſeeing no cuill 
is fo cuill as good is good. 
Fourthly , there are ſome to be 
found ſo ſowred vvith moodines, 6& 
diſcontentement as they become 
vnſociable, & almoſt Lukanrthropoi, 
Werewolts, as they ſpeake , if they + 
ſe nothing lamenrable , they are 
readie to lament, If they take con- 
tentment in any:itisin themalone, 
vvhom - they finde diſcontented. 
If they read any bookes, they arg 
onely inveQiaes, ſpeciallic againſt ' 
publique ſtates , and their goucr-' 
nours, All things teading toaccord 
and ynion any manner of vvay are 
ynwelcome vnto them. They haue Geneſ 16: 
their portion in 1ſmaels bleſling. 1, ——_ 
Laſtly there vvant not, vvho ( as 
Teha in his fierce marching, couered 
his ambition, crueltic, and zeale for 
his owne houſe vnder the pretext =, 
of zeale for Gods) thinke tocouer, i 
and palliate their own both grofſex 7 
and 


'- i 

and more properand perſbnaltcors 
ruptions,vnder a furious march-not' 
onely againſt the failings , brit the 
perſons alſo failing of infirmitie: in 
matters of church order, and ordi- - 
nances. Who tif they vvere vyell 
acquainted, and duly affected with 
their owne both more volunrarie, 
and greater fins; 'yvould lack their 
Tehus peace, yei turn their courſe, 
though not to yvalke vvith others 
in euill (vyhich God forbid) yet to 


apply, & accommodate themſclues - 


vnto them, in that which is g00d,ſo 
far as poſliblie they could*obſerue 
any vvay by the Lord opened vnto 
them, 1 could inſtance jn,ahd name 
diuers perticuler perſons nionſtrouf! 
lie growne ont of kinde, this vvay, 
But that courſe 1eaue vato them, 
vyho rather defire the diſgraceing, 
then the bettering of them againſt 
vvhom they deal : or perhaps con- 
ceauc in their leaucned hearts that 
therel is no other vyay of bettering, 

ſpeciallic 


=. 
ſpeciallie- perſons of meant condi- 
tioiy then by Chameing, and dif- 
graccing them. But /et p07 my: ſoule Genel, 49% l | 
comein bheir ſecrete , in wohoſe has 3'** Wl || 
bitations are ſuch 7nſtruments of | 
erne!the; S245 or RIM 
Theſe things thus-promiſed,, the 
objections folloyy , vvhich Ihaue 
cither heard from' others , or can 
conceaue of my felfe moſt coulle- 
rable againſt theprattize by me pro= 
pounded: And they are of two ſorts, 
Some of them are framed ypon fap- 
poſition, that the miniſtres'in that 
church are in them(lnes lawfull, & 
of God : but not yet to be heard by 
reaſoir of the abuſes, and cuills to 
be found in their 'miniſtrations, 
Others vvithdraw hearin (& thoſe | 
the more”) vpon' the contrarie ſap= | 
poſition: to'vvir,that the very order 
and conftitution of that church and 8 || 
minrſteric is papall; and ynlawfull. =; 
Novy” the 'cxamination of . the 
groutids of the onevr other I'vvill | 
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24 
not in this place, medle vvith: but 


{ though both cannot be true) vvill 
for = fatisfieng of the vvithdraws- 
crs on both parts, graunt for the 
preſent, to either part their ground, 
and ſo examine diltinctlie vyhat 
Exceptions they can or doe build 
 hereypon: 

But firſt, for the "Rag Suppo« 
ſing a church, and the miniſteric, 
therecf efſentiallie lavvfull, it can- | 
not but be layvful! for the mem- 
bers of other churchesin generall 
vnion, and affoſiation, yvvih it to 
communicate therevvich, in things 
lavvfull, and lavvfullic done: ſcing 
the end of vnion is Communion. 
God hath in vain vnitcd perſons, 
and ſtates together , if they way in 
nothing communicate rogether, 
But he, who vvould haue vs receaue 
the vveak in faith, vrhom God hath 
receaued, vvould not hauc vs refuſe 
the felloy vi hip of churches in that 


vyhich is good , for any reknes 


wo 4 
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in theni;; ef one fort otother. And 
this vve haue ſo plainlic, and plent-- 
fullie commended vnto vs both by 
the Prophets, yea by Chriſt him- 
ſelfe in the Iewiſh church ; and 
Apoſtles, -and Apoſtolicall men in 
the firſt chriſtian churchs; in which . 
many crrours, & euils of all kindes 
yvere mote then manifeſt : and the 
ſame oft times both ſo farre ſpread, 
anddceply rooted,as the reforming 
of them vvas rather to be vviſhed, 
then hoped for : as that no placeis 
Jeft for doubting in that caſe ' by 
any, vvhodeſire to folloyve their 
holy ſteps in faith toyvards God, 
and charitic tovvards men, and ef- 
fetuall deſire of their ovvne edifi«. 
Cation, 

— The objeCQiions of the former 
fort folloyy. | 


x. QBIECTION, 


6 ; 
 OBIECTION. 
nia & danger of being ſeduced, 
and miſledd by the errovrs "taught 7 in 
he aftemblies, | 
A N SWER E, 


Matth. , 1. We muſtnot looſe the bene- 


-Chap.23. fite of many ' main trueths taught, 


2.Cor. 11, 
79, 1.loh, fo daunger of ſome few errours, 


4-1.3- Speciallic in leſſer matters. This 
RR ; vvere to feare the deuill more then 
ker of to truſt God, a, There vvere in 
church the levviſh church in Chriſts time, 
4 ſs > and in divers of the Apoſtolicall | 
eI,Ce39 

churches aftervvards, more & grea- 

ter errours taught, thenate in any, 
or ail the churches of England : of | 
vyhich alſo there-are-not a fevv, 
vvhich if their miniſters did as fully 

and faithfully teach and praQize all - 
trucths , as they keepe themſclucs 
carefully from crrours, might com= 
parein this buſines, vvith any refor- 
med churets in Europe, 3. This 
© Exception 


mw. 
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. exteption hath its vvayt againſt the 


hearing of Prieſts and leſuites, ipe= 
ciallie by the vveaker ſort, and lefle- 
able todiſcerne of things that differ: 
But not' againſt many miniſters of 
the church of Epgland, | 


-2. OBIECTION. 


He that in any thing pertakes with 
that church in vohich ſinnes knowne 


_ are ſuffred vnreformed , pertakes tn 


all the ſinnes of that church , as he 
that ſwegres by the Alter , ſweares by 
zhe off rings vpon it vuhich it ſanttt- 


fes, Match. 23. 19, 20. 


ANSWERE., | 

I partake not in the ſinnes of any? 
how great or manifeit ſocuer the 
ſinnes bee : or hovy neer vntome 


| ſocuer the. perſons bee except the 


ſame linnes either -be committed, 
or remain vnreformed by my fault. 
Othervviſe , Chriſt'our Lord had. 


bcen-inyvrapped in the gnilt ofa | 


Bo + 1. 


 - 4. & 


vyorid 


veorld of ſinnes in the Tevviſh 


_ Church , vvith vvhich church he 


communicated in Gods ordinances, 
<--— living and dyeng a membet-therof, 


1f my brother ſlinne a ſcandelous 
ſinne, and L[ by juſt order , make 
complaint thereof to the church, I 
haue done my daty It appertaines to 
the church to excommunicate himy 
if he repeat not; but not to me 
EXCept (Popelike ) I yvould make 
my \clfe the church, I am. guitty 
of the euill in the common wealth, 

& familic, for the redreſſing vvher- 
of [ do not my duty in my place: 
vyhich if 1 do in the church as [I 
can, lam free from the ſinnes done 
and ſuffred there, vvhich ſinnes and 
£uils I can no more be ſaid to ſufter 


(vvanting povver to reforme them) 


then to ſuffer it to bloyy,, or rain, 

be cauſc I hinder it not. | 
But the. proofe of the aſſertion 
from Matth. 13.is of admirable de- 
uile, HovY doth the church age 
ine 


the finnevof the G nner, as us Alter 


doth the offering of. the offerer 2? 
The Alter. makes:that.to become 


. aQtually an offering, or, boly- gift, 


vyhich before vvas not. an offering 
aQually , but onely gold, ſilver, 6r 
other materialt : So doth not the 
church make any mans ſinne, to 
become. his ſinne,, yvhich ir vvas 
not before,. but onely ſuffers the- 
ſinne that vvas. * Bat to ſtrain the 
ſtrings of this: 1magined proportis, 
to make them meet :and to ſuppoſe 
the church-in a ſence to. be as the 
Alter; yet this only follovves there- 
vpon * that, as hee vvho partakes 
vvith the Alter inthe vpholding of 
the oftring , partakes yvith the off= 
ring : ſo he that parrakes yvith the 
church .in the vpholding of any 
euill , hath his part in the cuill alſo, 

And thisI graunt vvilliogly: but 


| deny, AS a, moſt vain imaginatian, 


thateueric one, that partakes yyith 


a a chnggy. 1 in things lavyfull, joyacs 
'B2 vvith 


= # 
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with it in vpholding the things vn 
Hvvfull to be found' init. * Chriſt 
out Lord joyried' vvith the Ievviſh 
church in things lavvfult; and yet - 
vpheld nothirig valavefullin it, 


'3. OBIECTION, 


-a #3 K ; » Bond 


ANSWER, 


r« It yvill offend more, and' many 
of them vvcakere , and that more 
grecuouſly : if it be nor performed. | 
Secondly. ltisan offence taken and 
notgiuen: ſeeing the thing 1 IS in1t 
ſclfe good : in its kinde commiaun = 
ded by God ; and in that perticuler, 
by men in authoritie ; and dircalic 
tending to mine edificati6n'and not 
like vato cating of fleſh”, or drin- 
king of vvine, or.the like things of 
Iindiffercnt. cure ; and left to my 
free libertic to vie, ot notto vie.” * 


—_s 


y 


- And theſe are the pincipal 

-:objeRions, vpon. the former 

. ground:,they y pon the Mas: 
fallovv,- 1 2693") 

There is in the bandsof pe Fa 


tbreatiſe- pub/il hed..by 'a man' of < 


note, containing, certain reaſons tid 
proue-it wplanfull, 10 heare, or haue 
ſpiritual communion, with the preſeus 
miniſterie of the church of England, 
This bath-been anſyyescd ;- bubine 
deed, ſophiſticallie zand in paſſion® 
Neither bath the: anfyverer mudb 
regarded wyhat be faid,, -orvnfaids, 
ſo: he!might. gainſay his adverſarie. 
With that anſyyere,vvas!)Joyacdan 
otherdireted tomy (rife, andthe 
ſanra[dovibied: preihriding to proue 
Publique- communion, upon: prints 
but notprefling atiall:;.in the body 
of thediſcoune,that:corfequences 
but proceeding vp6 other grounds: 


andinrtrueth , canſiſltingofaconti-: 


nued cquivocation'in the term Spas 


_— Dm goueriment animfery, 
B 


3 and 


and the like; drayyne'to- another 
ſence, then cither | intendedthem, 
br then the matter in-queſtion vvill 
permit. Whereas he that vvillrefute 
another , ſhould religiouſly take, 
& hold to his-aduerfaries meaning: 
and if in any perticuler it be not ſo 
plainly ſet dovvne ; ſhould fpell it, 
aSit vvcre otit of his vvords, 'Bur it 
is no new thing cuen for learned 
and godlymen-to take more then 
lavyfull libertic 'in dealing -vvith 
them, againſt vyhom they have the 
_ aduantage of the times fayouring 
them, like the vyind on their backs, 
But God for bidde 1 ſhould folloyy 
Them heerin, 1 vvill on- the con- 
trarie vſc all plaines,and ſimplicity, 
as:inthe ſight of God, thatſo I may 
anake the naked trueth appeare as 
Itis-, to the chriſtian readers eye, 
wvhat in mclieth. | 
And for the treatice mentios 
ned, it wult be obſcrued , hovy 
ue in the uh. and body of the 
p09 e 
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23 
booke , the EY confounds as 
one hearing of and hancing ſpirittall 
communion voith the miniſiery,&'e. 
vvhich' as it is true of ſuch as ſtand 
aw ſpiritual and political} chureh- 
vnion vyith a church , and the-mi- 
nifterie thereot, vv hocconlingly, = 
haue church communion in'the® 
publique aQts, and exerciſes of that 
church: ſo is it not true of others 
vyhich are not members of , norin 
eccleſiaſticall vnion and combina: 
tion vvith the ſaid church. 

For the better clearing of things; 
Hetvsina fevv vyords, conſider di 
ſtinCtly: of religious ations, accor- 
ding to the ſeuerall ranks, in vvhich 
they may rightly, -& orderly be (err. 
Some ſuch aQtions are religious 
onely , as they are performed' by 
religious perſons. Andofthis fort 
is hearing ( and ſorcadivg ) of Gods 

vvord. The ſcriptures teach, and © 

all confeſſe , that heating of the « 
vyord of God gocs before faith z 
B 4 For 
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| Rom is Hefaith comes-hy, bearing, as by an 


outyvard mearies, Hearing. .then 
' being before faith, and faith before . 
all other acts of religion invyyard,or 

atyvard: it muſt needs folloyve, 


"that heating is not ſimply or of it 


ſeifea yyork of religion: and ſo not 
of rcligions communion. Hearipg 
is properly, and of it ſelfe,a naturall 
” ation, though it be the hearing of 
the very vvord of God, And icall 
It a naturall ation in it ſelfe, ina 
double reſpeQ, © Firſt, for that the 
light of nature teacheth cuery man 
to heare, and liſten to another, that- 
can and vvill teach and inform him 
in any thing for his good, diuine or 


humane, Secondly, for that a-meer 


Pal; F Os 
216,17, 


naturall man, levv, Turk, Infidel]; 
or: idolator , layvfully may, yca ne- 
ccſlarily ought to hear Gods yvord: 
that ſoof naturall he may become 

{pirituall. | 
In the ſeacond rank I place prea- 
ching,& prayer; which ate properly 
acts 


is 
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aQs religious, and firituall:as being | Pi + FL, 
to be performed the one by a gifr, loti. g:31s 


the other by a grace of Gods ſpirit; 
Of a third ſort- is the. participa= 


tion in the Sacraments : vvhich or«, 

dinarily ar leaſt requires a member * 
- . ſhippe in ſome perticuler and mi- 
' niſteriall church in the participant, 
they being publique church: ordie . 


Nances. 

In a fourth orderl (er the power 
of ſuffrage , and voyce giucing ih 
eleting of officers, and cenſurin 


_ of oftenders: for vvhich theres tc- 
_ quifitean intercſt'of the perfon ſa 


votcing , in that perticuler church, 
as a-member therecf. 

Of the laſt ſort is the miniftra- 
tion of Sacraments, which requires, 


vvich the reſt fore mentioned, a 


publique ſtate of miniftery in the 
perſon adminiſtring them, 

Novv tor preaching by ſome , & 
hearing by others ( vvhich tvvo als 
vVaies 80 together ) they may be , 
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* . __ andoftareperformed vvithout any 
||. religious ot ipirituall communion 
i} At all paſſing bervyecn the perſons | 


ij preachingor heating. ': | 

If! At.17, When Paul preached to the ſeper - 
we ſtitions Athentans ſhal yyeconccauc 
VI + . he had fpirituall communion vvith 
Il 7 that heatheniſh aſſemblic > Hovy 
[tl much leſſe had they ſpirituall , and 
118 religious communion vvuth. him, 
| yVho performed not ſo much asa 
religious vvorke in thcir hearing ? 
As God gaue any of them to bc- 
| leeue; they came intoinviſible, or 
| inyvardly {pirituall perſonall com- 
munion vvith him: as they came 
to make perſonal! manifeſtation , 
anddeclaration of their faith ; they 
came into outyvard perſonal; COM» 
munion vvith him, Laſtly, asthey 
came to joyn 1n, or vnto ſome pet- 
ticuler church; into church come 
mMunion vvith 'bim: els not. So 
bi |. when zhere comes into the church af 
Ul —_ * ſembly, UAVELENers, heathens, Turks, 
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Jevves,, Atheifts, excommunicates, 
men of all religious, men of none -- 


atall, and there heare: vvhat ſpiri- 
tuall communion :haue they.vyith 
the.church,oc ſtate of the teacher, or 


one vvith another, either in regard *.. 
of the narure of the at done, or by : 


Gods ordination and inſtitution ? 


Hearing ſimply is not appointed cf 


God ro bea mark, and note cither 
of vnion in the ſame faith, or order; 
amongſtall that heare : or of Giffes 
rencing of chriſtians from no chri= 
ſtijas: or of members from no mem<- 
bers of the church': as the ſacra- 
ments are' notes of both in the par- 
ticipants. The hcaring of the vyyord 
of God is not fo incloſed by any 
hedge,or ditch denine, or humane, 
made about it, but lies in common 
For all, for the good if all. 

The perticuler objzeRions follow: 


7, OBIECTION,. 
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No man may fubmit hs conſcience 
zo be wrought wpor by an wnlanfull, 
and Antichriftian miniftery : neither 
hath God promiſed or doth afford any 
bleſing vponit : neither can any hane 


the ſanithfied vſe thereof, * © 


- Tt: cannot bþe ſaid proper]y that 


the, office of - miniſterie ,yyorkes 
vpon the conſcience of rhe: heater, 
The office onely gines poyyer , and 
Charge to the; teacher to teach-in 
ſach or ſych;a church ſtate, And as 
it re{ides in the perſon of the officer 


kt 4 & 4 


alone, fothe communion (:layvtull 
or ;vnlayvfull ); yyhich any. hath 
Vvith ic, is.in regard of the layvfull 
or vnlayvfull eccleſiaſticall relation 
and vnion. foregoing betyycen the 
perſons : and.not in any vvorking 
of the office vpon the conſcience 


7 'of any. Secondlie , though Gcd 
blcefle not the! vnlayyfull office of 


miniſterie, 


miniſteRe), vvhich' 1s hot 'of kim 
ſetfe': 'ytt he may , and doth blefſe 
the truthes taught by the officer, Genef,494 | 
vvhich are of himiſcife, and from 5:* 
heauen. To deny this of many in 

the church of England, is ( Balaam- 

_ like )tocarſe, yyhere God vyould 
have vs bleſſe. 


©* 2 OBIECTION. 

To heave ſuch a miniſter s to hos 
our, approue , and wphold hn office 
of miniſtery, 

 ANSWERE, | 

7. If this be Gmply rue, then 
vvhen the heatheniſh Athenians 
heard Paul preach : or vvhen an vn=- 
belcuer comes into the charch af- 
ſembly , and hears the preacher, he 
approues-honours, ahd vpholds the 
office of miniſterie, vvhich, vvhat 
it meancs, he isaltogether ignorant. 
_ © If any reply «: But 'vve know the 

'miniſtery of the church to be as itis: 
I anſyvete, that the knowing of it 
2 Þ. _—_— 
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makes not our a& the more, or lefle 
an at of approbation. If l do an a& 
wherin | indcedapproue of a thing, 
if i know the thing, I really approue 
of it ypon knowicdge : if I know it 
not, 1really approue if it, bur igno- 
rantly, 2. If 1 approue of the office, 
ſimp! y, becaute 1 heare the officer 
preaci, then I much more appr ue 
of all the dofAtrines vyhich hee da 
vers, becauſe 1 heare him. deliuer 
them. If the latter icem vnreaſon- 
-nable, ſo is the former much more, 
except | be in church communion 
vvith the officer, and then indeedI 
really approue of his office:as I alſo 
doc of his doctrine, if it be accor- 
ding to the confcſli6 of faith made 
by mee: for then I am in former 
vnion vvith him in the one, or 
other, and ſo haue communion in 
theaQts therof. If this vvere a good 
.ground, that cuery one approues of 
the cut] done in matter,or manner, 
wheie he is preſent, none could live 
. vvith 


_ 


of the Golpell no Idolatrous at is 


with good'conſciencein any ſociery 
of men vpon earth, Perſons ſo min- 


dedare beſt alone: for vvith others 


they vvyill keep no peace : no nor 
vvith themſelues ncither + if they 
be truc to their oyvne' ground, But 


they plainly balke' themſelues in 


their courſes, either in vveaknes of 
judgement, or partialitic of affeQti- 
oh, 6r through vvant of due conli= 
deration of their vyaies. 


3. OBIECTION, 

By thu then it ſeemes a man may 
be preſent at any ad? of Idolatrie , and 
do as others do that prattice idolatrie, 
get not approue of it.CAnd ſo the three 
Nobles tu Daniel needed not ro haue 
put themſelnes pon ſuch pikes of 
daunger as they did, for not falling 
downe , as others did, in the place. 


ANSWERE, | 
r. In the preaching of the truths 


. 
_—— 


pry 


a 
performed; 4s there yyas, 2. Ie muſt | 
be knowne , that approbation is . 
properly in the heart ; and only the” | 
manifeſtation of approbation. In, 

outvyard geſture,ſpecch or writing. 
Both the one and other arc evil! F | 
the thing be cuil].Bur heareitmuſt. 1 - 
be contidered , that I way in Caſes, | 
do the fame outyvard att, vyhich | 
others do,and vyherein they imabi= | 
feſt their approbation of idolarrie | 
or other cuill: and yet 1 befree; in | 
tructh and deed, from all ſuch ap- | 
probation, and ſlain thereof. The | "'l 
Jevves after Chriſts death , and zhe 
2,C0l.15, raking avuay,andabolil hing of the 
legall ordinances thereby , circumci« | 
ſed their infants, and frequentled | 
'the temple, for. purification , and ] 
Other moſaicall ceremonies as parts 1 
of Gods vyorthippe,and ſtill remai- | 
ning of deuine inſtitution, Paulalſo ' 
circumciſed Timothy,entred theTem- | 
*ple for purifitation , and yet did not | 
"®pproue, any Manner of vvay of the | 
CLIGUT 
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I FEY cuſtowe.in Popiſh guns, ,- 
tri puſhes ail thavppaſls by. 9:cofeg; «< 


gps s asthey.may , byzcaſog: 
accing,of.it., comming, or 

+; Nowif.l zidpvvithorbeas: 
n 14-4 1maydothething that: 


IE: honourofat.leaur it onthe: 


Nonrahaaodh, 
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whom I ovvethat cinill relpettor 
vacoucring my head ; 1 may'then 
do'thart lavvfully alſo vpon the fore . 
mer ground. So if had juſt and 
reaſonnable caufe either of com-- 
ming;or Randing by the Magiſtrate” ' 
(t0:yvhom Tt ovve this civill ho. 
riour) vvhilit he is performiag'ſome: 
a3tof [dolatrie 1 iff the firecres, orels 
where2; "1 might vpon the ſame 
oroutid;, 20 or 'ſtarid yncouered'by 
him; vvithout juſt blatne. To UN 
theethings ro the objetio moutey,' 
ſvit2z96 other catiſe' could rexfon- 
naBhebe. eoncaatetof* he” Kingyi - 
cormmaunding fack a thing; or 'of 
theitdoing therffig” ; at hiseorm-* 
magadement/ fiuc-che' yyorl"iip- 
pingof' the Idol! z-they in fo Zoin I 
could* not bavc' eſeap ed' the © oh 
blame of 1dvlattie* Bit now [ have: 
Juit 'caivſes more then one 'of 1 my 
hearing, and amioright therelf/nif 7 ; 
edification ;-and therefore Ca 

be chalenged therein to approjic _ 


the 


- 


ſhe miniſters , late ; or ſtanding. 
Beſides that, as | formerly anſwe- 
red; heare is no Idolatrous aft per= 
formed,” 


. 4þ--- OBIECGTION. 

He that hears them preach, hears 
them as" Minifters of the church of 
Emland , and as ſemt bythe biſhops, 
and -(o in bearing them, hears andre. 
ceanerbem that ſend them according 


ro that of our Sauiour , he that hears Luk.g,16; 
you, brars.me , and he that deſpiſeth'lobn 13, 
70s , 'deſpiſerh- me , and he thas de-**: 


ſpiſeth We. | deſpiſeth- him that ſe ut 
11 TT | | fi 


{ . +1041 ;ANSWERE, 

-- Igraunt-the former [part of the 
ebjeRian ;and account the denying: 
of ita-poiat of familiſme : ſcing the 
officers of publique--tatcs inthe; 
cxcauting3of their offices: are robe! 


_ eſteemed, according tothe publique! 


layycs,and orders of thoſe lates, and; 
Caprnr C 3 not 
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26 p 
not according to. anywiidet hand 
cither courſe; or intention, by them 
{cluesor others. They arc heard; as 
they preach, and preach as miniflers 
of the Biſhops ſending , and of the 
parriſhesreceauing to vvhich they 
ace ſent by them, {And .ſo Eprofefſe 
E beare them, as the miniftersof the 
B b; ſending,,; and of the Pariſhes 
ſerir. {Q: but-noatas my: mintefs el. 
ther ſeading,orſent to; cxcepti. be 
_ ,, of thoſe parit hes,er at icaft in eccle» 
TY: Gaſticall vnion-vvith themo+;.Euery 
ans ,vvhetherof falſe a chyreh, or 
na church, gs.cxcommutpicated fra 
the church, that hears me, hears me 
as the Paſtor of the church, yvh ich 
I ſerue, butnotias his Paſtour ,'I 
ſupp: TY nor incvvay of: any h1${þi- 
ritgall  cotmmunion - vvith- tnine* 
office of Paſtourſhippe.- ;St0qndly+- 
by braring + neceuvins there Thrift 
mcancs: propetly the hexphiyp j1300;” 
beleuing; addobcyingthe 20@fine” 
ry . fs the a 2: yyhidtt' 
many 


| 37 
wary deſpiſed, vnto vvhom he: ap- 


poſeth' the formet that heard it- 
'] © 'Nowthe miniltets in the pariſhes 
haue not the doQrines of the 
Goſpell from the Biſhops, as they 
hane their office : but from Gad in 
his vyord, and fo farre forth as-a 
man'hears, that is, hearkens too, and 
vectaues them by receauing it, he lo 
farre hearkes too & receaues Chiilt. 


5. OBI ECTI ON, 
Tet ſuch as heare. them "Gp £07. 


munion Which theis of fice of NeY 


vohat in them tes. 
A N SWERE, 
| Thatis is, they hauc no commu- 
nion At all vvith it, if it lie notin_ 
them to hane any : as it doth mar. 
If 1 hold vp my hand as high as 1I 
F- can, 1touch hcaucn vvith my fin- 
y. v3 what in.melics. Do | there- 
i fore at all touch it? If fuch thinkto 
hauc , or that they haue, any ſuch 
C 3 com» 
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38 Para 
communion, it is their errour , and 
ignorance, but makes not the thing 
to be the more , then if they 
thought not ſo. 


6. OBIECTION. 

Is there then no communion at all 
betweene the teacher , and taught ? 
wvhat profit the comes thereby ſuch 
bearing, 


| | ANSWERE, 
|| A&,z20,23 The chutch officer feeds the flock 
and church ouer wuhich he i: ſet , as 
the obje of his miniſtery. Such as 
come in(bcingnotin church-vnion 
therevvith) heare him ſo doing : 
And as a ſiander-by heating me 
talketo , or diſpute vvith another 
(though I ſpeak nota vvord to him) 
may reap as much , and more fruit 
by my ſpeche, then he to vvhomT 
directed it ; ſo may anddoth it often | 
come ro paſſe vyith him, that hears 
the minifter jccd the flock vuhoſe 
TT,  -* Qs 
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79 
' Miaiſter he is, though he ben pare 
of it, He may recap fruit by hearing 
him. feed 'his flock., or ſcing; him 
miniſter baptiſme to any member 
thercof, Heare is communion'only 
in the eftces of the truthes taught, 
It vyere ylurpation. in. any: ;to; PCr- 
take in a church priueledge (yyhich 
the ofiice of miniſterie is) that were 
not-in a church-ſtate, firſt. Ando, 
if hearing ſimply imported church- 
communion , none but. churchs 
members might layvfully heate. 


-, OBI ECTION,. | 
In the true church sndeed 6 order, 
that the charch couenant go before 
eEharch. communion: but not ſon che 


falſe 
ANSWERE, 

In re crue church there may be 

ynlawfull church.communiso with- 

out a preceeding church-coucnant, 


as vycll, asin the other:to yyit, fa 
C 4 act 


CY 


> ard e IWon r —_—_ —_— - - 
CCC —_— — 


: 
j 
] 
' 
z 
: 
f 
s ©£ 
: 
| 
ov 
: 
| | 
£ 
s 34 
s$ FJ 
Fa 
: 
: 
3 1x 
Ss 
- 
Ly 
| 3 
| 3 
i 
i " 
F 
{8 1 
= 
i E 
is 3 
[4 
lo 
= 7 
{ F 


[ti 
118: 
[ 
s 
. 
| 

l 
| 
+ 

4 
f 


"wp A PO 


6 _ 


beryyoen the chard, and him thax 
$snoThurch- memiber: as for exim- 
pte;patticiparion't the ſacrametits, 

Burhearing being'nor properly an 
at of communion , cannot import 
comitiunion neceſſarily vvith the 
one; or other : nor otheryviſe then 
according to a foregoing (church. 
waiot: vvhereas to partake in the 


Lords fapper imports communion 
jniboth : lavvfull-in him, that'is, a 


Javefallchurch- member : * and Vit- 


Jayvfull in him, that js not, in ſuch 
a church- ſtate. 


3, OBIECTION. 
But it the order of the church 
of England : that all that heare, are, 


hy: 0 are reputed members of chat 
charch. 


ANSWERE, 


Ideny that there is any ſuch order. 
Lect thelayy or cannon cither,-be 


% | lheyyed 


4&'ofcommution'( propetly): paſte 


avoided, 1 


ſheyved, that ſo orders things. 
-Excommutnicates are permitted to 


heare ſermons, though not denineE 
"ſeruice, as they call it, 2, Whatif 


there yiere fiich an order ? It no 


more cither made or declared mee 
"to be a meinber there, then doth 


my dvvelling in ſuch or ſuch a 
pariſhe make. mea member of that 
pariſh-chutch-: vvhich latter is ig- 
deed the havv,and order there. ifrhe 


'church vvith me ſhould 'make a 
'Javv, cannon, or order that all that 


- 


come in & heare me preach, ſhonld 


thereby become members of it; vye 


vvere the more fooliſh in making 
ſuch an order:but they neuecr a yvhit 
the nearereither for memberſhippe 


OT communion. 


9. OSITCTION; 


He that hears appears to haue com. 


munion With the church , & miniſiry, 


aud all appearance of all i to be 


-Theſl, 5.22. 
C x5 ANSWERE, 
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42 | br” 
ANSWERE, 
The ſcripture is not to be vnder- 
ſtood of all that appears cuill to 
others, out of an crronius, and de- 
ccaued judgement : for then vve 
muſt ab ſtain from almoſt all good: 
ſcing there are ſome to yvhom al-, 
moſt all good ſeemes euill : but it is 
meant cicher of the doQrine in 
Propheſze , of vvhich 1 have ſome 
probable ſuſpition ; of vyhich the | 
 Apolltle ſcemcs properly to ſpeak ; 
_ ot of that vyhich appears cuill toa 
rightly diſcerning eye. By this ima- 
gined expoliction I might not hyce 
a houſe 1n a pariſhe, yyhete 1 vycre 
not knoyvne: ſeeing thereby 1 ap- 
pearea pariſh-menber. 


te - oe 
— — — 


10, OBIECTION, 
None can heare Without a preacher, 
por preach except he be ſemt,Rom.1o 
14-15. Therefore I cannot lawfully 
 beare bim that hath not 4 lawfall 
ſending, 


ANSWERE, 


———_— a EE 
-. > —— 


ANSWERE., . 
7, . That concluſion is neither in 


text, nor ſound : I may Javvfully 


hear him thar hath no lavvfull cal. 


_ ling, as I haue formerly { hevved. 


2. The Apoſtles meaning there, is 
not to ſhevy vyhat is vnlavvfult, 
but vvhat is impoſſible. Itis impoſc 


ſible to belecue vvithour hearing, 


and impoſſible to heare vvithout 


preaching,and impoſlible to preach 


vvithourt. the ſending there inten- 
ded: that is, vvithout Gods gracious 
vvork of; Providence in raiſing vp 


_ of mcn,, by cnabling , anddiſpo= 


ſcing them to preach for the eftec. 
tuall calling 'of the cle& of God; 
of vvhich. he there ſpeaks. If any 
make queſtion vyhether faith come 
by the hearing of the preachers 
there: it is more queſtionable, whe- 
ther they themnſelues , vvant not 
faith , vvhich are ſo barren of cha- 
ritic, in yvhbich true faith is frutitull, 
If faith come by the preaching in 
England 


th - 
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inthe Apoſitesſence, 


11. OBTECTION, ' 

The ſheep of Chriſt heave his voice, 
but ſtranze75 they Will not heave, toh, 
103627 W457 
 ANSWERE. | ; 
Chriſt Yoth not there ſpeak of 

_ the outyvard'heating', but of the 
hearking vtto, that is; as he Cx. 
pounds” himfelfe werſ; #.4; 5.14» 
76. 16, 27,.of the knowing , and be- 
teeuing of his yoice;& following it. 
So chap. g. T told you before,, and ye 


did not hear , thatis , not belecue. 


werſ.27. And God hears not ſinners, 
verſ. 31. thatis , approues not of 
them,and their prayers. So chap.1 1. 
1 know that thou beaye# me alvvaies, 
and a\thouſand rimes in the ſcrip. 
tures. The drift of Chriſt inthe 
place is (without queſtion)to ſhew 

| the 


England to any, it follovyes there- 
+vpon , that fuch preachers are ſent, 


-4 - the difference: betvveendſiith Cl 


vvcic histhvep, and ſick vvere 
not his ſheep. His ſheep'heard his. 
voice : and they yvhich, vycre not 
hisſf hegp p heafd not his Foie. But 
they vy GMs ro riot His { hee Pas 


ſpeaks,! Ward {Be preach cava: 
as vvelt” hetht bi ebuveh 


his {H&&þ-* ip. ci 
Hr My bd 
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fell 
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people of 
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" prey 


full calling i Yu - 


| Demt113.3 " Is. They, vyarn , 208 to hearkewn 


2.1oÞh., 4.1 


atlcaſt, plaigJy diſcoucred by their. 


to try them:which without hearing 


- Tpakes him. a falſe Propherz norhis 
Cutvyard layyfull calling.a twgc: bur: 


falſe Prophe 1s; which the. miniſlets 
of that church are, hancing an vnlaws 


"""ANSWERE., © 


them, cannot be done. Not that all 
falſe Prophets arc to be heard by al, 
that they might. try TOR 2Pethat 
vyere to tempt. God, ;_þur 1 novy 
doforerFiteſerpruregehedgyvhich, | 
ſpcake . of ; Prophets in the; true: 
church: vyhich vvexe, rg be/beard,: 
ill they vyere orderly reprefled,, or 
doQtineheard, to be ſuch. z. No. 
mans vnlawfull outyyard calling, 


Fis true or falſe detrine only thakes 
him a 21y6,or falſe. Prophet. A, man 

ay have a Javvſull officeof mipi- 
eric, andyct ba faile prophet , if, 


"® 


> 


IEICETTS 4] c a7 
ke teach ite dodrinc*, fon may, he 


Bea'true prophet , if he | ws (<h the 


rrueth, theiigh in an volavyfull and 
Antichriſtian ſtate of miniſterie. ; 


| Yea Balaarm os both we eprophet \ Numb.za 


in c/ig (if urpoſe ) y cre God and 25. 


Pet. 2» 


Balack to peer at before; 16 


he people of..1{rael-: and yet a true Rey.z, 145 


Iitof heeic,and vvord: of the : 
prd pul his month, 7 bee. 
prophet That, ſpeaks or. dec 
rhing paſt preſent or tocome. And ge ©3' 
ro prophetie in our ſente, is nothi 
65 but'to [pra fo edification » exhor= x.Cor,143 
Htion , and com +56 He that oth.” y 4 
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14, OBIECTION. 
They that eat of the ſacrifice par- 


take of the Alter, 1. Cor. 10..18. (6 
they that receaue the Word from an 


_ wnlanfull Officer , partake With bis 


office. 


ANSWERE. 


I deny the conſequence, The 
office is not to the yyord , as the 
Alter is to the ſacrifice. : "The Alter 
makes the thing to be offred , aQtu- 
ally to become a ſacrifice, vvhich it 
vvas not before, faue only i in deſti- 


nation: as Chriſt plainly teacheth, 
ſaying, The Alter ſanttifieth the aift, Math! 
but ſo doth not the office make 19% 


that to become the yvord of God, 

vyhich vvas not ſo aQuually before, 
This argument hath its ſpeciall 
waight being applied to ſacraments, 
or proper inſtitutions, The church, 

and miniſteric ynder God,make (in 
agood ſence) the bread and vvine 


—_— in their'yſc-, vvhich 
D before 


239 | 


Det > > WL I re IIS ei rn nn es 


cm——n_— 


OY OT AT SI RIAA SHITE bs gets WARS et Ion” I AUGIPEY, tn ypsne 4 OR APTN ae Sat — 


. 
. * 
AI == LEES” HIS DIS EIEERISLS a. oo tute" nt EE ens on IIA on es —_— 
© LK: 1 37 E "7 RY 


Cm 


roomomomyxs at 4; 48 


DEE eye ena 7 any wage —_ 
= Aitcres ein Hi Ae Ing Berber rr IIS 


before they vyere not. And to the 
ſacramenrs ( ſpeciallie the ſupper of 


the Lord) The Apoſtle in the place 


Cited hath an cyc: ſhevving the © 
proportion betyyecne the cating of 
the ſacrifices in Iſrael], which in that 
vie became their ſacraments : & the 
cating of the ſacrifices of the Hea- 
thens, which were their facraments; 
and the eating of the Lords ſupper, 


as the ſacrament of chriſtians, V' ith 


theſe things joyn 1n the lalt place, 
that ſacrificies conſidered as proper 
zaſtirutions , might not be offzed or 
eaten , bur in the place choſen, and 
ſanQified by the Lord, for that pur- 
poſe, No more may ſacraments now 
be caten; but in the church: yyheras 
the vyord may be preached to any 
as yyell out of the chutch as in it. 


ts» OBIECTION. 


The places called Temples & churchs 
bawing been built for Idolatry ſhould 
ac demoliſhed,and therfore are not to 
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5t 
be frequented , ſpecially bring accoun® 
ed and made holy places, Dent. 12,3. 
ANSWERE. | 
1. The difference of places vnder xgpn 4.21 ii 
the lavv, vyhen all other places ( for 23.24. 
the moſt ſolemne vvorſhippe ) as 1+013+0 
oppoſed to tharone place as holy, 
yvcre vnholy,is now taken away:iſo 
as no place noyv is holy , or vynholy 
as then, 2, Suppoſe it be the Magi- 


ftrates dutic to deftroy them ( of 


which I now diſpute not,nor how- 
farre he ſhould proceed therein) yet 
I deny the conſequence, and that L 
may not vſe that Javyfully vvhich 
he ought to deſtroy, 

The Magiltrate ought to have Wl} | 
deffroyed ſuch cities in Iſrael , as Peut.n3- iy 
vvhole inhabitants had bcen cor= PL | 
rupted yvith Idolatry, Yet might * 
the cities(if ſpared by the Magiſtrats) 
lavvfully be dvyelt in aftervvards; 

& Synagoguesin them both be built 

and frequented for Gods morall 

worſhippe Icricho ſhould haue been (9/.6.17 
| TS 7 þ an” 


pew 


2King.2, an execration and bees for ever: yet 


TIO 


being buiit again and ſtanding, vyas 


the ſeat ofa ſchool of the Prophets. 


T he murtherer ought to be put to 
death : yetif he be ſpared, and ſur- 


, vine:his wife,children and ſeruants, 


lavvfully may , and in conſcience 
ought to conuerſe vvith him accor- 
ding to the naturall , and ciuil] rela. 
tions , betyvecne them and bim. 
3. I knovv no lavv in force , nor 
doQrine reccauned in the church of 
England, that aſcribes any holines- 
to the places. Andfor crrours, and 
abuſes perſonal! theyreit in the per- 
ſons ſocrring. I ſuppoſe ſome tuch 

holines be aſcribed vnto them,asto 
holy churches, holy buildings, con- 
ſecrated places, &c, Yet I ſee no (uf- 
ficient reaſon , vyvhy I may not vſc 
lavyfully a naturall, and ciuill place 
in them, for any lawfull yvork,ciuil, 
or religious 2 private, or publique : 


for there is one reaſon of all theſe. 


if ny think thoſe places like the 
Idolathites, 


= oo , ww, 
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$3 
Idolathites , he miſtaketh therein: 
The things offred to Idols, & eaten 
In the Idols temple, and feaſt, vvere l 
in proportion, as the bread & vvine 1,Cor,re;f 
(being bleſſed) in the Lords ſupper: "2 
as both the Apoſtle, and reaſon of | 
thething manifeſts. + Whereas the 
place vvhich Lvſe (though fora re- 
ligiousaQion to be performed in jt) 
vyhether in the temple; or in mine 
oyvnc houle, hath onely the conſi- 
deration of a naturall and ciuill cire 
cumſtance, The temple as 4 temple 
( vvhich yet Ido not think is done 
in England by any cither receaued 
_ doctrine , or lavy) may be made an 
J1doll, by conſecration :and yet every 
perticuler place in itnot made yn- 
layyfall for all vſes, 

If any further object, that in pre- . . 
aching, & hearing Gods Word ther- 
in, vve haue a religious y of ir, they 
- erte,, not conſidering , that though 
the vvork done be religious, yer the 
Place 15 nomore religious therefore, 
D3z then 


54 

then the timein which Idoit, Time 
and place are naturall circumſtan- 
Ces, and yvithourt vyhich no finite 
ation can be performed: and ſome 
time , and place more comodious & 
fitt, then others for the doing of 
things of all-kindes. I haue no more 
religious vic of the place in vvhich 1 
hear publiquely,thEin which I pray 
priuately in my houſe or chamber, 


16. OBIECTION, 

 Seing vuhatſoener tu not of faith 

finne , vuhat uvordof God, and ſo of 
faith u therefor thu prattice ? 


ANSWERE, 

Mat.7.24, Enery ſcripture that either come 

Luk.1z, Mandsthe hearizg of Gods vvord, 
25, & promiſeth a bleſsing to them that 
—— hear and keep it : or that commands 
Heb,12, Mc to edifie and built ro my ſelfe : or 
I4. Toobey the Magiſtrate z orto followe 
i _ after Peace z or to prevent offences, 
| yyarrants, and in Caſcs, cnjoyns this 
practices 


\ 


5 7 
praQtice: ſuppoſing no ſinne to be in 
the vvay ; of vvhich in anſvvering 
the former objettions ( to vvkicht _ 
ſuppoſe all other of vvair or couller 
may be referred) I hope I haue tlea- 


red it, 
And for any vnſatisfied, or other 


viſe minded, I vviſhe 1 knew their 
reaſons either for their good by a 
ſufficient anſwere to be giuen vato 
them; or for mine owne, by admit- 
ting of them, as there may appeare 
vvait in them, In the meane vyhile, 
lect me intreat of 'the differentlic 
minded, one way, orother, that 
they vvould exerciſe mutually that 
true Chriſtian charitic one tovvard 
another , and compaſſion one of 
anothers infirmities, which becoms 
all, that vvill bein trueth, and deed, 

follovvers of Chriſt Tefus:& vyhich 
1s molt needfull { ſpeciallicin things 
of this kinde, for the preſeruing of | 
the vnitic of the ſpirit in the bond” 


of peace. Which bond of peace 
| D 4 vyhileſt 


4 | 

orhileſt men arenot carefull to keep 
inviolated, by brotherly for bearan, 
cc, in matters of this nature, they. 
miſcrablic diſlipate , and ſcatter 
themſclues, and one another ; eucn 
as the cares in a ſheffe are ſcattered, 
yyhen the bond breaketh. 

But as few or no good things of 
any kinde are ſo vyell vſcd by ſome, 
but others as much abuſe them : ſo 
is it to be feared, that there vvill not 
yvant,vvho vyvill change their law- 
full libertie this vvay into layvleſle 
licentiouſnes,andſo take vpin ſteed 
of all other religious exerciſes : a 
hearing courſe onely. 

And thoſe ſpecially of them, who 
diſliking the preſent churchſtate in 
England, yet yvantdue zeale, and 
Joue to that vvhich themſclues ap- 
proue.Letmealitle turn my ſpeach 
to ſuch, for the preventing in ſome, 


and remedying in others of that in- - 


ordinate and broken courle.. 
And firſt Idemaund of ſuch, what 


IS 


57 
isthis courſe of hearing ſuch mini- 


ſters , as vvhole ſtare of  miniſterie 
they approue not? Is it any perti. 
culer ordinance left by Chriſt , and 
enjoyned all chriftians in all ages 
and places? Verily no. Ir vvere to 
be vviſhed that no church-mini-. 
ſterie vyere to be found , vvhich is 
not approueable by the Word of 
God, notwithſtanding any good at 
performed by them that poſſes it. 
This hearing is onely a vvork of 
naturall liberty in itſelfe, as I haue 
ſhewcd, and fanctified to belecuers 
by their faich, It is lawfull'to vſeit 
ypon occaſion, as it is to borrow of 
other men:but to make it our cour- 
ſe,is toliue by borrovving , vvhich 
no honeſt man , that can do other. 
vviſc poſſibly,vrould do. Yea what 
differs it from a kinde of ſpirizuall 
vagabondry in him. that can mend 
it, though yvith ſom difficulty , to 
live in no cettain church-ſtate, and 
vnder no.church-order,and gouern; 
meat, -  # £ T9 
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52 
' To print deep in our hearts the 
conſcience of our duties this vvay ; 
let vs briefly conſider how many 
bonds of neceſſity the Lord hath 
layd vpon vs, to vvalk in the fol 
low!ſ hippe, & vnder the ordinances 
of the miniſterial! and inſtituted 
church. 

Firſt, vve have lying vpon vs the 
neceſlite of obedience to Chriſt our 
Lord in the commiſlion Apofroli- 
call enjoyning,' that after vve be 


q | Mar. 1%, made diſciples, as thevvord is, and 
x | I9. 20, 


baptiſed vve be vvithall raught i 20 ob- 
erite vuhatſpener he hath commann= 
ded, It muſt not then ſuffice vs, that” 
vve are diſciples, and chriſtians, but 
we muſt joyn hearewith the eatire 
obſerua tion of al the ordinances of 
Chriſt /as vve can finde meanes) 
from the greateſt to the leaſt, And 
let vs beware that like the Scribes & 


| —_ +19: Phariſees , wve call none of Gods 


commaundements litle becauſe vve 


yyould make our ſclues, and othets 
beiceuc, 


v5 0 EE As. -- — 


59 
þ beletue, that litle,and light account 
| is to be made of obſeraing them : 
| Jeſt vye our (clues bee called tle, 
that is, be indeed none ir: the king- 
dome of heanen. Qur ſinnes of igno- 
rance and humane frayly , alas, are 
| tomany, let vs not adde therevnto 
preſumptuousſinnescither of com- 
+ miflion, or omiſſion, to prouoke 
God vvithall. 
2. Thechurch, and miniftrati- 
ons therein are not needleſſe, but 
| moſt needfull meanes ſanificd of 
| God, and giuen of Chriſt for our 
ſaluation and edification therevnto: _ * 
vvhich he that deſpiſeth, that is, **** +** 
doth not ſubmit his ſoulc andbody 
vnto (as he hath meanes ) and cone 
uerſe therein vvith good conſcience 
though in aMiction & perſecution, 
deſpiſeth not man , but God and 
| Chrift to the depriuing of himſclfe 
| of the fruit of Gods moſt gracious 
| preſence in his houſe and rewple, 
vyhere he hath promiſed zo dvell' l, -—""— 


and * 


60 
2,Cor,6: andofChriſts aſcention into heauen 
SOs for the powring out of all kingly 
gifts and largeſſes por men for the 
—_ of the miniſtery, 

3. Our great infirmities vyhere- 
of both the ſcriptures cuery vvhere, 
and our owne.cxperience yyarn vs, 
ſhew ia vvhat great nced yve ſta nd 
of all the Lords holy ordinances, 
and inſtitutions for the tapplying 
of vybart is vvanting in vs; and cor. 
reQing of vvhat isa miſſe; and cone 
tinuing, and eacreaſing of vvhat is | 
good, vnto.the coming of the Lord: 
vvhere yve .muſt alſo take knows 
ledge, and remember, thatitison 
note of difference, and the ſame 
very cleare, bervveenc the vviſe= 
dome of the ficſhe, and the vviſe-. 
dome of the ſpirit, that the former 
yvilbe ſure to prouide for the body, 
and.cutyyard man, vyhat may bee: 
though vvithdanger, and prejudize 
of the (pirituall:the other vvill take 
care and order,for the ſpirituall ſtate 

though 
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though the outyvard pinch for it. 


And if any out of the view, and 


. perfuation of his ovvne firength of 


grace come to Cconceaue, that he 


ſtands in no ſuch necd of Chriſts - 


ordinances, or of any chriſtian fol 
lovyſhippe for the diſpenſing of 
them: let ſuch a man conſider,that 
the lefle need he hath of others by 


reaſon of his greater plenty of grace 


receaued, the more necd others haue 


of him for their ſupply. But vyhat-_ 
- ſocucrany imagine of himſelfe, the 


Apoſlile, vvho vvas not partiall, tea- 
cheth,that the very head(the chicfe 


and higheſt member) c47 207 ſay 70 x.Corit 2, 
the feet ( the lovveſt and meaneſt 2+ 


members) 7 hare no need of you. 

4. And laſily ir is neceſiarie for 
our ſound, and entire comfort vvith 
the Lord our God, that our obedi- 
cence be entire in reſpedt of all his 
holy commandements, vyhich vve 
do,or can diſcern to be ſuch, and to 
concerne ys,according to that ofthe 

= man 
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62 | 
man of God, Then ſhal [not be afha« 
med , vohen I hae reſpect to allthy 
commanudements, That ſo vve may. 
haue our part in the teſtimonic g1- 
uen by the holy Ghoſt of Zachary 
and Zlizaberh:vyhich vvas,that they 
wvere richreoms before God , Walking 
in all the commaundements, & ordi= 
ances of the Lord, blameleſſe. That 
is, both in the morall precepts, and 
ſacred cetemoniecs, and inſtitutions 
of the Lord, Whoſe cxamples vve 
in our place , and times are to fol. . 
Jowe, not balking vvith the Lord 
In any thing, great, or ſmall: nox 
ſceking ſtarting holes vvhereby to- 
Eſcape from him,in his word, which 
is vvholy goodand pure, Good, as 
comming from our good God, 
Food in it ſe!fe: and good farvs, if. 
vveconucrſc thercin as vve ought; 
in good conſcience tovyvards God, 
zeale for his ordinances, modeſtie 
in our ſ{clues, and charirie toyvards 
other men:ſpecially towards them, 
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vvith vvhom God hath joyned vs 
in the moſt and beſt things: taking 
becd leit,by any vncharitable cither 
judgment of,or vvithdrawing from 
their perſons , for ſuch humane 
frayltics, as vato vyhich, into one 
kinde, or other , all Adams ſinfull, 
proſterity are ſubje&;vve ſlinne nor 
more by our courſe held againſt 
them, rhea they by theirs in them, 
vvhich God forbid. 


To conclude, For my ſelfe , thus I be= 
lJecue with my heart before God, and pro« 
fefſe with my tongue, and haue before the 
world, that | have one and the ſame faith, 
hope, ſpirit, baptiſin, and Lord which 1 had 
in the church of England and none other: 
thar l eſteem ſo many in thar church , of 
whar ſtate,or order ſocuer,as aretruly pate 
eakers of that faith ( as | account many 
thoufand to be) for my chriſtian brethren: 
and my ſclfe a fellow- member with them 
of that one miſticall body of Chriſt ſcat= 
tered far and wide throughout the world: 
that I hauc alwaies in ſpirit,and affeQion al 
chriſtian fellow! hippe , and communion 
with them, and am moſt ready in all our- 
. Ward aQions,& exerciſes ofReligione law= 
full & lawtully done, to expreſle the ſame: 
& withallthat L am perſwaded the hearing, 
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Pſa.r19.6 man of God, Then ſhal ſnot be aſha«. 
med , vohen Ihaue reſpett to allthy 
commanudements., That lo vve may. 
hauc our part in the teſtimonie g1- 
uen by the holy Ghoſt of Zachary 
Luk, 1. and #/jzabeth:vyhich vvas,that chey 
wvere righteous before God , walking 
in all the commaundements, & ordi- 
ances of the Lord, blameleſſe. That 
is, both in the morall precepts, and 
ſacred cetemoniecs, and inſtitutions 
of the Lord, Whoſe cxamples vve 
in our place , and times are to fol- ., 
Jowe, not balking vvith the Lord 
In any thing, great, or ſmall: nos 
ſceking ſtarting holes vvhereby to 
Eſcape from him,in his word, which 
Pro. 20,6, 5 Vvholy goodand pure, Good , as 
H-b.6, 5, comming from. our good God, 
good in it fe!fe: and good forvs, if. 
vreconuecrſe thercin as vvec ought; 
in good conſcience tovyvards God, 
zeale for his ordinances, modeſtie 
in our ſ{clues, and charitie toyvards 
other men:ſpecially towards them, 
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vvith vvhom God hath joyned vs 


in the moſt and beſt things: raking 


beed leſt,by any vncharitable either 


- judgment of,or vvithdrawing from 


their perſons , for ſuch humane 
fraylties, as vato vyhich, into one 
kinde, or other , all Adams ſinfull, 
proſterity are ſubjeCt; vve ſinne nor 
more by our courſe held againſt. 
them, then they by theirs in them, 
vvhich God forbid. 


To conclude, For my felfe , thus I be=- 
Jeeue with my heart before God, and pro. 
feſſe with ny tongue, and have before the 
world, that I baue one and the ſame faith, 
hope, ſpirir, baptiſin, and Lord which 1 had 
in the church of England and none other: 
thar | efteem ſo many in thar church , of 
whar ſtate,or order ſocuer,as aretruly par- 
eakers of that faith ( as | account many 
thoufand to be) for my chriſtian brethren: 
and my ſclfe a fellow- member with them 
of that one miſfticall body of Chriſt ſcat= 
tered far and wide throughout the world: 
that | hauc alwaies in ſpirit,and affe&ion al 
chriſtian fellow!hippe, and communion 
with them , and am moſt ready in all our- 
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full & lawtully done, to expreſſe the ſame: 
& withallthat Lam perfwaded the hearing 
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of the wor! of God there preached , inthe | 
manner , and vpon the grounds formerly 
mentioned, both lawfull , and vpon occa- 
fon, neccſſary for me.& all rrue chriſtians, 
with drawirg fram that Hierarchica) order 
of church gouernement,and miniſtery,and 
the apparcenances thereof : and vniting in 
the order , and ordinances inftituted by 
Chriſt, the onely King , and Lord of his 
Church, and by all his diſciples to be ob= 
ſerucd! and laſtly, that I cannot communis» - 
cate With, ot fabmic vnto the ſaid Church=- 
prder , and ordinances there eſtabliſhed, 
either In fate, or a& , without being con- 
demncd of mine owne heart, and therein 
orgy, God, who is greater then my 
eart , to condemne me much more. And 
for my failings { which may ecaſt'y be too 
many ) ene way, or other , of ignorance 
hearin, and ſo for all my orher ſinnes, 1 
moſt humbly craue pardon firſt, and moſt 
at the hands of God, - And ſo of all men, 
whom therein I offend, or have offended 
any manner of way: even as they defire,and 
Jook that God 1hould pardon their of- 
fences, | Ps > wy | 
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-crue Copic of a Letter, ſent to 


| "London written by the Authoe 


- of the former Treatiſe, and read 
.» in -publique';. and by the whole 


\conſcnt of the Church was ſcne. 


\., to:London; inanſwere toaletter 


_ » ſentby:ihe Church of London 


:: to the Church of Amftclredam 

»\ and\Leydcn- + Which we: hauo 
| +thought good to Pcintez.onely 
0: let the-Vorld ſce:, what the 
..Churchsopinion was of hearing 
. in England, the contents wherof 

. followeth. Tor ; 2 


MY ovR BELOVE IN THE 


Lord, the Church of Chriſt in London, : 


* Brace and Peace from God the giuer 
- thereof ; and in him our DJ —— 
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delay, wwe ſhould vow: frame an wn- | 
ſwere. Onr deftmee tithe former taſe | 
ts , partly , the othtr chwrchs keeping 
rhe Jame ſo lorig an their hands ; be- 
fore they ſentit vntv os ;and parily 
their conteviions arijug about it; of 
evbich ve both 42/ired ro Jeer fame 
if/at.,,: ard hoped: Voithall , that. by 
eccnfion 1htreof', vue bight come ts 
communirate.vur raunfeil's rogetber ; 
as Vw cancetut , by your form lenzer, 
your efive robauebeem” Bui both 
in verm; ” For theorretbes, { part- 
ly fearing , le#f vue [hallalſteme. ts 
megleet you : and partly hoping that 
fome aſe tight br made thertbf for 
after timits, and occaſions, )we thoughe 
22 befter tage the. newer t0 adareyſe 
ths our an(were : yet ſo as you ave 
z1 the firſt place t0.be intreated b 
the PaHoy of the churth heart”, 
rake fonowledge |, that 'be woas*h 
verre wvilling "io tead 'publinuent 

#þ4t yopr lerver for two reaſons, 
wah anc, 
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b55bahv"3 and Chraftinn'y 
terathe in d cafe threa- 
WAI difiperion fol. 
tows ing vher6ihs Obtilt out grearhigh 
Prieſt, who beitgrouched, with 
the feeling of ot infirninins; can 
ave compaſſion, of the ignorant. 
X T3 and 5." The rrive witarall 
wovonltl hot conſent to hawe 
7 "Putng et Weriled © bus the 
t0niterfeir Vuay eaſily 
ets; how gr Ae ſhe ſeemed 
z0 hage it accounted hets, (1105:q 
SL SHDrndlf2 Fav that be tarttbabes it 
8 orderly \thar+he baditsof thardhs 
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 autheritie tin the badys for elefFions 
& cenſutes,but tonnſerl for direftion, 
| inallaffaires,in ſome few, In vobich. 
regard enerie perticaler: church 6 ap=\ 
pointed 115 Flderſ hips for ordinarie 
counſeillers, 10, diredt itand the mem- 
bers thereaf in-all difficulties woith 
wvohom others are'alſs.to aduiſe upen 
eccaſton.,. ſpeciallie. ordinarie. the 
Prieſts lips, ſhould preſerue know+ 
ledge ,&they-ſhould ſeck the Law 
at his, mouth : for he is the meſleg+ 
gcrof the Lord of hoſts, Mal. 2. .: 
Theſe things promiſed, our general 
anſwere 18 the queſtions propounded 
by yau-, follewerh.. You demaingd , 
1. Whether you hauedone wellia 
xe(cinipg her ( 2ovit, the. maid, 
abeus. vohom the difference vuas) 
Che. Jeaniong practiſe - according $6 
her promile? .- GO NE» 
. Anſwer. Weindse that thereis 
you did woell yea though [be had cone 
Janued ber prattiſe por occaſion,and | 
VWirhout neglert of. the _ 
Sa as 
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Shewvas amember; how mach#tore 
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churrh \;abour.wruhich y a1 
friend. moned , and ovithatt theſe, 


rhet e%commulnieationud the eantefs 
cenſure Iubich-the:church;<aw in: 
flelafor the maſts) yn0 0 afeact weſt 
eb/tinatly food irs; we derm trugainit 
Thats brathenlie recs chiuny IG 
franget aves\td\the ready. f 
ſprertlieto de 24 failing ( fafup« 
Jef ebat kuntde. © 1 .: < 2 fla ut 
. "Fanheir aſſertion thas {heauveran 
Idvlator: havinig: hrikew: the 2uConia 
wrandement faxothat Mr) Inkovsyeos 
phe: mere Tudged. tdatators: im Thea 
aing'tothe s [zes.; and ehergfare 
Fem,Cor + Ifainccalleda biothes 
born ldohtorp&gn: erar{mercy. 
Garboure arcaiders confeituontes th 
hetions., made. avithout\gulgefi 
chunttic: pangrenneof' Arerfthl Lots 
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1 that Mr. Takebs, didpar. 
ihe ooith dinerſe of eſoenils a6 
Wee wewy\ir 0 agree, either outh 
eherVtlcunitie. orc oanulicrie wn EY | 
weomonur{e off ſpeech: 70 calengeeuerie 
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of Tanlauree ; #4\(nrh-perfors; as 
Lators. \ The Ld A ek 
Math, 5. 21+ 22. #646. all tne duſted, 
engerz ag4inſ4 the fexth. commavun- 
#exent; Thou fſhalro no.mmudes. 
Fs, ahereſore: echerie"anah that mmaxis 
feftswpan ocraſion ,*any the leath wi 
adviſed anger to be--chalengeda6'9, 
NR 'of rmunthet; or y=yaars) 
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. Tulleed bethat w.wader the Lew; | 
judgement theref}, doing the leait eujlh = 
again tbe 1, or 2. commandemente, | - 
47 Idolator, and again# the 6. 4 mure 
therer, and [a for the yeſft,in regard.ofi | 
God , andthe rigour af juſtice : whans. 
get for\men ſo 10call and proſecute, 
wvere raſhe and-rude at the leaſt: 
But powif the perſoncan in pet lf 
other good things hy the wvord of Gad 
& wimoſt extent of charity bedeemed 
zo-bane any the leet-intereit in the. 
grate of che gopel ,.#a.cenſure-fuch 
one a5an taotator , theefe, murderers. 
azdhe like , u again#t both charitie 
and godlines : The Apaitle,z. Cor. 6s 
zeacherh ws tg indge , and ſpeak othey«\ 
wiſe, vuhcre hecalls ſuch of theChri.. 
tran Corinthians, 4s b J, o06ca/inn: of: 
fraends. & corruptions of times Ware 
drawne to partake in the Idol feats, 
and tables of deuils ( of vuhich they: 
hed wtf before been-b 7 him 103 [0+ 
xjouſtic admoniſhed;1,Cor.8.& 10): | 
Rightcoulnes, light, Chriſt: bes. 
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4 freuers., andthe Temple of God ; 
| oppoſed. to: vnbelecuers,, vnrighte- - 
; ex &C. ASit i one thing ro haue 

fone, which it we ſay wehaugnor, 

} wedeceaucourelues, & the tructh 
isnot in vs; aud another thing, to be 
ſinners #7 'the- 86riptures Phraſe , 5 7 
lon 1. Pfal;1:5lohn 9.3 29. fs all 
that praftiſe through ignorance,or in- 

JSirmitie, ſome atts (leſſe diſcernable) 
of [dolatrie,, axe not Idelators:: but 
ſach. in wvhem it raignerh in adtion 
or digoſition. + 
v\Lathe:, Tf all in the chiveh of 
England , avdef Mr. libobs j\churcb: 
beidolators asthe Apoſtle therefpcaks: 
then are they all excladed: from: the 
dome of God, 1.Cor.,6.9:ro and. 
are.vnder the curſe and conderena- 
tenof the: law:.,, vuhich cenſune the 
moft rigid ths ms T hae Sfedaiwes, 
as raſh and vnjait. «Vt d 
Þ *%:Secondiie; Whether Mr. Jakobs 
| congregatian;; be a truechurch or 
ueP: ho haueſe judged ,and the Blders. 
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a; odd wſtalrtdews, andahbei | 
bedy bf toe charch With them, 45:06. - 
cammMtaune toad fo do. woe judge frith 
_ ſent y0u; vaith our letters a. 
c0 vent a1 papers tnNohich boat | 
—_— brews 75m 

"A 'Thirdige, Whether: Mr: Stares 
more and his wifcare reccaued; and 
rerained :in'our © churches by thas 

couenant » which; they made wick 

God in;'Mr: fakobs church, or whe« 

therthex haue renounced itas fail 
and made an others A ae ! 
\ Anſwvore: (Their xeceaping, hw, 
Was only, ba thar.courndut made viehs. 
Gott, ures tharth _ contiauued; 
_ and. nont\oviexwiſe , the-perſons hes: 
wing teftimanic, and Gow foo, 
the charelsthere , .gnd fo Wwere'in the. 
Vertu: ofe.n/e ſane conenaut , bycr. 
co 3v4and: conncyed' £0 that: 
other church in Amſtelredum. 
 Folfehtj;' Ta your fourth demannd 
at. 18ur Carriage: towards. your 
Foaklienyvc other brethion:renoune! 
cing 


75 
cing camimunion' with your. , #9 1 
hoth' enable now ta-anſwere , 
and digitnlt for vs, Who are ignorant 
of: ſuch. circumſtances , and maners.of 
cariage by uham, as by Which offences 
4re much azreeuated, or extennated 
» Fifehly,, Whether thcirpreteace 
os having the tructh be:fufficicar 
to: make-themethe church iandte 
warrant. chris _ mentioned 
dealings - TR 
7 Anfwiere, Newber obo Precence of 
hangng:, nar ohie = of uhe truths 
iadeed. , makes: the archnide. ahe 
1s: havd:s h 0 more. \vhew: the 
haxi Wy other perticuler:'com- 
aur Fig "4PENERE: , b rag makes 
them the church excluding ahem has 
Wear as, 2 Reach. 2.2343. The 
wiſible, and mintteriall cliarchs the 
Whole body # every member abercefe 
Wat ſome parts; Av: 20\I, Qor\14-234 
Rom, 12, 1:Cor, 13. of Which ſore 
of. -rheſe. members. hane nore- came. 
liner and fomnrdeſ, The charchi4 
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fate ſpiritual and poliricnll: not per= 
ſonall. error therefore or. other ſinne 
makes anyoeaſe to be amumberther« 
of... And \if 'the- greater: number, be. 
members flifl, thoughcinerrour : the 
[maller:canno! be rhe: body. Beſides 
if ſame uriiculer ſenut/, or erraur 
maketheigreateſ} part wdt tobe memes 
beis the mach: more:tiwo: or three 
perticalerss: Vihich. thereupon the 
church might not cenſure for any 
erroar.ur other. finne;ro wit, if they 
wroere not members: LnfHy, this cons. 
j rmrethab-:popiſh WILLS refſumpt WOuh: - 
gronnad',charthe church:cannot erres. 
-- Sixthy;;Whethor:women have: 
yees with mica inthejudgments: 
bfthecharchs::.:5 rwondoss wks 
. Ankyetc.: The: fpvftle teacher 
pleinlie;ahecontravie,s:Cor.r4.347 
«Tir '24-14,cupd thoagh he ſpeak 
prnticularlit ff propbeoing\ and tee. 
chenys get leaves .he dou 4 more ge 
rerall rutes. forbiddingalliyuch ſpeams. 
hing.cas in which gnrbard(ies wife, 
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ed 
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that z vſurped oner the man , Which 


6 done ſpectallie in indgements. And 


if « Woman may not ſo much 4 moue 


a queſtion in the church for her ins 
ferudtien , hov much leſſe may ſhe 


gine a voyce , or viter a reproofe for 


cenſure ? | 

4nd thu anſwere vue return at 
the length , brethren, to your letter 
and demands,& therewith our loning 
ſalurations in the Lord, In vvhom 


wiſhing your peace and wvellfare, 


Ye reſt. 


Your loving brethren Tohs 
Robinſs. andchurch with 
him, 


Leyden 5, April, x 6 24 
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